DELTA
LIFE DEVELOPMENT
F O U N D AT I O N
MEETING THE COMMUNITY
NEEDS IN CHANGING TIMES

ANNUAL REPORT 2014

MISSION STATEMENT
The Delta Life Development Foundation (DLDF) supports and
provides charitable public service, programs and projects that
promote public service, social action, educational development,
youth advancement, economic development, multicultural and
international awareness to meet the growing and changing needs
of our community, through funding and support of the charitable
and educational programs of Columbus Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and collaborative organizations.
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The mission of the Delta Life Development Foundation, Incorporated (a charitable non-profit
501(C) (3) is to develop and enhance the life skills of youth and adults in Muscogee County
and surrounding areas. This was accomplished in 2014 through awareness and health
seminars, political involvement activities and educational trips and workshops.

Our

dedicated and committed volunteers have touched many and improved the overall quality of
life for the citizenry, and we say a sincere “thank you”.
We are also grateful to our generous supporters and donors last year. The Foundation
awarded scholarships, community service grants and endowments in excess of $35,000 in
2014. The Delta Life Development Foundation will continue to work toward broadening our
donor base to increase our grants and awards and opportunities to serve our community.
We invite groups and individuals to join the Foundation’s efforts to make a difference in the
lives of families in Muscogee County and surrounding areas.
Thank you again for your generous and continuous support.

Juanita L. Davis, Board of Directors Chair
Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc.
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The Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc. in
collaboration with volunteers from the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. hosted an annual “Adopted
Daughter Seminar and Luncheon” on March 15, 2014
to expose young ladies to positive members of the
community that are giving back to the community in
various ways. Community members are invited along with program participants in the Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy,
and the Dr. Jean Noble Delta G.E.M.S. programs. Other young ladies from the tri-city area were invited to participate as
well. The targeted groups of “at risk” youth and young ladies from a local elementary school also attended. The main goal
of the seminar portion of the program is positive exposure for the young ladies in the areas of social skills, etiquette, selfesteem and networking with other girls and with role models from the community.

Special guests have included: Past presidents of the local chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., women in public
service (Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, Assistant City Manager, Tax Commissioner, members of the school board) and local
attorneys. Other role models and volunteers invited included retired and active duty members of the military, fire
department and police leaders.

The 2014 event had 80 participants in and
positive feedback that was received from
participants and other guests was all positive.
The young ladies loved the etiquette training,
fellowship, music and door prizes.
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Focused on efforts to promote cultural events through book clubs, theatre parties, movie showings and
various media to promote the arts.
Volunteers, Families, and Friends at the Theater Series
“A Night of Spoken Word”-Greek Appreciation
This event was a combination of music and spoken word. This
event provided all who attended an opportunity to experience the
living art form of written poetry live from the hearts of a variety of
poets. A mixture of genres were presented and allowed
fellowship between various Greek Organizations. This event’s
goal was to expose the community to the diversity of spoken
word which was met for all who attended.

C.O.L.O.R. Book Club
Chilling With The Authors
This event was designed to provide the community with an upclose and personal interaction with local authors: Shani GreeneDowdell, Tiffany “Tip” Taylor, LaToya Brassell, and Christie Black
-Murrell.

The authors were provided an opportunity to share some of the
work with the audience as well as
their journey and how they came
about becoming authors. The group
Jazz in the Park
This event was hosted by Davis Broadcasting, Inc. and open to was allowed to ask any questions
the community. It encouraged and created an opportunity to hear relating to writing, publishing, and
the different author’s journeys. There
and appreciate jazz in its rawest form. The ambience was a
mixture of all ages from 5-60. The involvement was minimal for was also ice cream and icee served to keep with the theme of
“Chilling” with The Authors. In addition, books were signed and
this event but those in attendance enjoyed the harmonious
sold by the authors throughout the day. There was even a
sounds from some great jazz artists.
“Kiddie Corner” for the kids to be creative by drawing pictures
and writing stories.
No Good Deeds
We hosted this suspense thriller in an effort to promote fellowship
and to encourage openness to different genres of film. The group
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sing by
that came out ranged in age but had one commonality of
Maya Angelou
The book club was established to
enjoying the film to the fullest. The goal of this event was to
embrace a love for the written word and
provide an opportunity to experience a different genre of film
reading. This book was about the life of Maya Angelou. Those
which was met.
in attendance shared how some of the events are evidence in
our community as it was at the time Maya Angelou had her
Beyond the Lights
experiences.
This event that was hosted by this committee was to prompted
quality time with families and friends. The involvement was
minimal but those in attendance had a great time fellowshipping Give the Gift of Reading
A collection of books that was given by volunteers were given to
with each other.
Damascus Way. A mixture of books was given to this
organization to foster the love of reading through the printed
A Day at the Museum
This committee hosted this event at the Columbus Museum. We word. Damascus Way provides a safe place for women and
children to leave a difficult situation. Over 50 books were
were there to tour the Najee Dorsey art display. “Leaving
donated.
Mississippi” was the title of this awesome artwork that was
produced Mr. Dorsey. The age mixture in attendance from 30-60
but those in attendance were in awe of the artwork and the
different materials used to produce the works. The goal of this
event was to provide an in depth look at cultural arts through the
eyes of an artist.
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The Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc. held its Signature Christmas Scholarship Gala with the
support from volunteers from the Columbus, Georgia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. This event was attended by over 1100 supports and enabled the DLDF to fund scholarships for
deserving high school seniors from the tri-city area. Gala Scholarship sponsorships were solicited from
community organizations, corporations and individual donors. The response from the community,
volunteers, corporations, businesses and individual were incredibly favorable as they provided an
investment in educational scholarships for 2014.

Sponsors

Representative Calvin Smyre
Georgia House of Representatives
District 135
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The Delta Academy was created to enrich the lives of young girls ages 11-14 as they navigate the world. The goal is to provide
educational opportunities and life skills to combat the stigma of academic failure and low self-esteem all the while providing mentoring
and insight into new career avenues. Volunteers assist girls who have shown potential; however need additional guidance, support and
skills to achieve success.

Catching the Dreams of Tomorrow, Preparing Young Women For
the 21st Century The Delta Academy was created out of an
urgent sense that bold action was needed to save our young
females (ages 11-14) from the
perils of academic failure, low
self-esteem, and crippled
futures. Delta Academy provides
an opportunity for local Delta
chapters to enrich and enhance
the education that our young
teens receive in public schools
across the nation. Specifically,
we augment their scholarship in
math, science, and technology,
their opportunities to provide service in the form of leadership
through service learning, and their sisterhood, defined as the
cultivation service learning, and their sisterhood, defined as the
cultivation and maintenance of relationships. A primary goal of
the program is to prepare young girls for full participation as
leaders in the 21st Century.

The Academy started the new year with twenty‐eight students present. There
were also 10 gracious committee members in attendance. Students were given a
orientation folder featuring activities to help them grow academically, socially,
physically and interpersonally to enhance their city, community and the world.

Delta Academy has taken many forms. In some chapters, the
Academies are after-school or Saturday programs; others are
weekly or biweekly throughout the school year; and still other
programs occur monthly. At a minimum, chapters plan and
implement varied activities based upon the needs of the early
adolescents in their areas. The activities implemented most often
include computer training, self-esteem and etiquette workshops,
field trips for science experiences and for college exposure, and
special outings to cultural events, fancy dinners, museums,
plays, and concerts.
The events this year have been very goal oriented and each
attempt has been success. The student's
grades have remained steady during the
year. Throughout each meeting there
have been insightful conversations which
have not only benefited the students, but
the facilitators as well. The project
assigned was completed and exceeded
expectations of the facilitators.

Members of the Academy participated in the HIV/AIDS Walk were they gained information from
presenters which they can share with their family and friends. Shown here is: Jiniya Mahone,
Sharnece Scott,Briell Hudson, Taylor Dowd, Kaitlyn Stringfellow, Jada Archibald, Ashley
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The purpose of DELTA G.E.M.S. (Growing and Empowering Myself Successfully) is to form a continuum of service and
address the specific needs of young African-American women between the ages of 14 - 18 and/or in grades 9-12.

The latest statistics reveal a steady decline in the enrollment of African–Americans in institutions of higher learning.
DELTA G.E.M.S. program can be viewed as a road map for college and career planning and will instill in teens the need
to excel academically. It will also assist teens in proper goal setting and planning for the future beyond high school and
will create compassionate, caring and community minded young people by actively involving them in service learning and
community service opportunities. On August 23, 2014, 22 young ladies were inducted into the program.
Throughout the year, teens in the Delta GEMS program participate in a variety of workshops designed to increase selfesteem, breakdown stereotypes and become an empowered youth. Speakers from the Columbus community are invited
to conduct workshops on emergency preparedness, college preparation, career development and resume writing.
Teens involved in the program participate in at least three service projects every year throughout the Columbus, GA
community. In 2014, Delta GEMS participated in the Chattahoochee Valley Help the Hooch, Domestic Violence Vigil, DBI
Radiothon, and volunteering at nursing homes such as Cobis Personal
Care.
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Aims to provide education and financial planning, fiscal responsibility, investments and entrepreneurship which
encouraging support of minority owned businesses and women business owners.

National economic trends—unstable employment, the threat to
Social Security , and the widening gap between wealth and
poverty are the basis for the development of the signature
program, Financial Fortitude Seminar and Expo.

Guests enjoyed learning about the different types of insurance
and determining how much insurance they will need to provide
financial stability for their families. The panelists stated that the
amount of life insurance to purchase depends on several
factors and everyone should sit down with their families and
have “The Talk”. Lack of preparation can lead to a lot of stress
and leave families financially unstable. By having
an action plan in place families will be relieved of
unnecessary stress. People tend to equate
Estate Planning with death but a properly drafted
estate plan a trusted designee manage affairs by
following specific written instructions.

SEMINAR
On Saturday June 7th 2014 The Economic Development
Committee of the Columbus (GA) Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. held a Financial Fortitude Seminar
from 9:00am – noon at the
Delta Life Development
Foundation House. The
seminar was entitled
The panelists provided literature to the community for them to
“Planning Today for
Tomorrow’s Events”. The take home to review.
moderator for the event was
The seminar empowered members of the community by
Kimberly Perkins.
educating them on making sure loved ones are protected and
provided for after a death.
The panelists for the Financial Fortitude Seminar were Carl
Brown (Independent Insurance Agent), Brandi Hett (Estate
Planning Attorney, Synovus), Pat Hugley-Green (State Farm
Insurance Agent) and Reggie Sparks (Primerica Financial
Services).
The topics were discussed in detail and provided a wealth of
information:
 Living Trust versus Will
 Buying Disability Insurance
 Determining How Much Life Insurance to Buy
 Investing Life Insurance Money
 Checking Beneficiary Information Yearly
 Buying Whole or Term Life Insurance
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Columbus GA Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. through the Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc.
fulfilled a $20,000 pledge to the Chattahoochee Valley Library System for the endowment of the Delta Study Room at the
Mildred L. Terry Library. The Delta Study Room houses artifacts and memorabilia from the original library built in 1953 to
support community African American citizens as a result of segregation. The Foundation presented the final endowment
payment of $3500 on May 2, 2014. Library Director Alan Harkness stated, “The endowment makes a difference for the
system and allows it to be effective to do the things for the community with outreach into the community”.

EMBODI orientation on was held on August 27, 2014, at the Delta Life Development Foundation House. There were 11
young males, five committee member and six parents present. EMBODI is designed to help African-American males
reach their fullest potential educationally, socially and emotionally. The young males participation in the following
community programs: Columbus Help-the-Hooch (Great American Clean up), Aids Walk, Kwanzaa and MLK
parade. Their participation help them focus on culture, mental health, lifestyles and education in the community.
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Annual program to increase the awareness and involvement on international issues as well as philanthropic support for
maternity hospital operated in Africa and a Kwanzaa Celebration in December to celebrate African heritage and legacies.

In support of World Aids Day, which is recognized December 1st
of each year, The International Awareness and Involvement
Committee collaborated with The Chattahoochee Valley Better
Way Foundation, located at 4411 Rosemont Drive, Columbus,
GA, on Tuesday, December 2, 2014
from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. We provided
water and red ribbons for participants
who were being tested for HIV.
There is free HIV/AIDS testing
conducted at this location throughout
the year and is available to everyone.
Along with free testing, the center
provides condoms, educational
brochures and information, case
managers and counseling services.
The dual purpose for the committee’s involvement was to
educate and encourage testing for members of the community.
In addition to testing, there were case managers available to
explain basic facts and answer questions, such as the difference
between HIV and AIDS, what causes the disease, prevention,
and staying healthy.

from the walk, with additional donations that amounted to
$500.00. The Ryan White Foundation provides primary medical
care for those afflicted with the disease and need assistance
paying for services. Some of the services provided at the
foundation include: HIV counseling
and testing, antiviral medication,
case management, support group,
and educational information.
It was a three mile round trip walk
from Rotary Park to Trade Center.
After participants returned from the
walk, there was a short program.
Speaker of the program was Mrs.
Shankeia Pollard, Founder of nonprofit: EITA, Inc., Education is the
Answer. Her speech was informative and delivered a call to
action that education and awareness should continue after the
walk. Representation of the community included approximately
70 teenagers, young adults, adults, men and women. Brochures
and education pamphlets were available to take home.

The event was open to the tri-city
community. According to Centers for
Disease Control, African-American and
Latina women are a group
disproportionately affected by this
disease, so to have four AfricanAmerican women stop by was a very
positive outcome.
The International Awareness and Involvement Committee
organized The 4th Annual HIV/AIDS Walk at The River Walk on
Saturday, December 6, 2014. This walk was a continuation of
the World Aids Day event on Tuesday, December 2, 2014 and
was open for participation of everyone in the community. Local
businesses supported this event and graciously made donations
to provide refreshments to walk participants.
Not only was the purpose of the walk to provide education
information and to encourage testing, but also accepted monetary
donations were accepted. All money collected was donated to
the Ryan White Foundation located in Columbus, GA at The
West Central Health District. A total of $301.00 was collected
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Provides workshops, activities, and information on current health issues and providing public access to information of local health agencies and
medical personnel who aid in the continuous maintenance of good health and better living conditions. Programs include, but are not limited to: stress
reduction, health fairs with emphasis on screening detection, symposiums on critical health issues, diet and nutrition, and HIV/AIDS Awareness.

The Physical and Mental Health committee strives to provide
and/or participate in activities within the community. We
urge participation in the Walks/Runs of other organizations
associated with health awareness and contribute to their
fund raising efforts. Thus, contributions have been made to:

play, which differs from the standard rubber bridge, allows
players to accumulate Master Points for a lifetime which
makes the game both highly competitive and addictive,
which is why players will travel in order to compete in a
tournament.







With such a variety of players, our 14 class participants were
able to complete against both new and seasoned players
and see the benefits of our “Come Exercise Your Mind”
event. The benefits related to the strategic card game of
bridge are: (1) bridge players can keep the onset of
Dementia & Alzheimer’s at bay, (2) bridge players stimulates
the mind as each game is different based
on the deal and the skill of your
opponents, (3) bridge players once
learned is a lifelong activity as we
witnessed numerous players confessing
they have been playing 40+ years and
play to age 80 to 95 years old, (4) bridge
is an international activity and one can find a game
happening every day of the week on land or sea, and (5)
bridge play keeps its participants socially active.








The American Heart Association
Sickle Cell Association
Valley Health Care
Area Agency on Aging
West Central Georgia Cancer Coalition [Paint the Town
Pink]
Relay For Life
Domestic Violence Roundtable
[especially the Walk and Vigil held in
October]
Senior Citizens' Seminar/Luncheon
Chattahoochee Valley CASA
Family Center [counseling]

In addition, we have hosted the 6th Annual Blood Drive
partnering with Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
“Come Exercise Your Mind – Play Bridge” public event
was successful for the Physical & Mental Health
Committee . The eight-week Bridge Course held for the
Columbus community at-large culminated in true bridge
fashion --- Columbus, GA hosted a Duplicate Bridge
Tournament (a very successful one to boot)! The DLDF
House was filled to the brim with bridge players coming out
to compete for Master Points. On Friday and Saturday Dec.
5 & 6, 2015, 130 players checked-in for tournament play.
The tournament players came from near and far as our twoday event roster showed players hailing from states such as:
Georgia (Atlanta, Columbus,
Decatur, Fayette, Jonesboro,
Lithonia, Midland, Snellville and
Stone Mountain), Alabama
(Birmingham, Gadsden, and
Wetumpka), Arizona (Peoria), and
Texas (Austin). Duplicate Bridge

This event very successful as 100% of the “Come Exercise
Your Mind – Play Bridge” class came out to compete in the
Bridge Tournament, and a majority of the class participants
became members of the of the American Bridge Association,
which shows a strong commitment to keep learning and
playing bridge – which ultimately will exercise the mind. In
summary, our “Come Exercise Your Mind” class participants
came away with (1) hopefully a shaper memory, (2) having
learned a new card game, (3) that can be played
internationally, and (4) became members of the American
Bridge Association.
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The purpose of the Social Action/Political Awareness and Involvement programs is to use our influence toward the enactment of laws for
the protection of the unfortunate and weak and for the repeal of those depriving human beings of their privileges and rights.

Social Justice and the African American Male
Recognizing that African American males disproportionately represent correctional populations in comparison to
other racial groups, several local organizations joined together to address this community concern. This program
was held on April 26, 2014 at George Washington Carver High School. This event was an open forum for all
concerned citizens to inform them of alarming statistics
regarding this topic’s impact on the youth in the Columbus,
Georgia community, particularly African American males.
The goal of the program was to provide a forum in which local
youth and their parents are provided with information and skills
which will prevent youth from becoming a statistic as it relates
to the criminal justice system. Local attorneys from the district
attorney and public defender’s office, private attorneys and law
enforcement personnel provided expertise in specific areas on
the topic. One of the panel members shared his testimony of
being wrongly convicted and imprisoned. These presentations
were very compelling and prompted four students to become
registered voters at the end of the forum.
A total of 225 individuals attended this event. Audience
members’ responses were overwhelmingly positive. There
were remarks such as “great event”, “much needed
information”, “good to see organizations working together”, and “very good speakers”. After the event many of the
presenters stayed around to continue speaking to audience members concerning specific situations.
During the Southern Regional Conference, Columbus Alumnae Chapter received the Regional Political
Awareness and Involvement Award for this program.
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The House of Mercy serves as a homeless shelter for disadvantaged
men, women and families in the Cha ahoochee Valley area. In
addi onal to housing, HOM also provides nutri onal and spiritual
support to over 200 individuals daily. Because of their reless eﬀorts
and benefit to the community, Santa's Surprise volunteers selected
HOM as the recipient of its philanthropic support for 2014.
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Establish criteria and guidelines, provide recommendations for annual awardees as well as and financial aid
information. Scholarship awards are provided for books, post-secondary and teacher education.
The Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc. and Columbus (GA) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. awarded (22) twenty-two
scholarships The totaling $20,800 to Chattahoochee Valley area high school students. Awards ranged from $500 to $2,500.

DLDF, INC. SCHOLARSHIPS
$2,500
Marvin Lloyd—Duke University
Joseph (Bo) Bridges—Auburn University
Kendra Moore—Georgia Southern University
$1,250
Patricia Duﬀy—University of Georgia
Victoria Johnson—Cha ahoochee Valley Community College
$1,000
Tyerra Smith—University of Alabama
Candace Onukwue— Georgia State University
Marikit Cabiladas—Kennesaw State University
Kennedy Ross—Columbus State University
$500
Octavia Fortson—Columbus State University
Lakeisha Fletcher—Kennesaw State University
Taquanna Walton—Enterprise State CC
Katrina Townsend—Kennesaw State University
Racheal Keeter—Troy University
Aliyah Riley—Alabama A&M University
Doria Lacey—Georgia Southern University
TEACHER EDUCATION RENEWABLE SCHOLARSHIPS $500
Mahogany Boynton—Fort Valley State University‐YR1
Kayla Wilson—Georgia Southern University‐YR2
Jerica McCall—Alabama State University‐YR3
CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS
$ 1,200.00 Founders
Chelsea Nix—University of Alabama
$1,000.00 Past Presidents
Morgan Screws—Tuskegee University
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
$1,000.00 Lula Lunsford Odom
Moriah Epps—New York University
$600 Shannon Greyer
Mahogany Boynton—Fort Valley State University
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Annual luncheon and forum for senior citizens in the community which focuses on health issues, diet and nutrition, and
improving the lifestyle (body, mind and spirit) of senior citizens

The Senior Citizens Seminar is held annually for senior residents of government subsidized housing in this community. The
goal is to improve the lifestyle (body, mind, and spirit) of senior citizens. We recognize the high incidences of diabetes,
hypertension, depression, and other illnesses among this segment of our population. Using a proactive approach, the
committee plans a program with emphasis on encouraging participants to make healthier lifestyle choices. We provided
information on healthy eating, medicating properly, and socialization. This was also demonstrated by the serving of a
nutritious meal, thought provoking games, and the spiritual, enjoyable entertainment. Attendees were also reminded of the
importance registering to vote and voting. Their voices must be heard on various issues which directly impact their wellbeing.
The Senior Citizens Seminar was held on April 8, 2014 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Delta Life Development Foundation
House. The Physical and Mental Health Committee partnered with this committee in sponsoring this event. 63 guests and
25 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority volunteers were in attendance.
The health matters segment of the event was informative, reminding attendees of their individual role in maintaining a
healthier lifestyle. 28 DVDs addressing the issue of memory loss were distributed to guests. The games were fun,
engaging, and stimulating. Nontraditional and traditional prizes were awarded to winners of the games. A table was set up
for nontraditional prizes which included fresh fruits, sweet potatoes, toilet tissue, and etc. Our guests stated they look
forward to the next seminar in 2015.
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To provide high school senior girls who have excelled in academics with critical information that should help them with their
transition into college and be useful throughout their collegiate matriculation.

The Senior Teens Seminar was
held May 5, 2014 at the Delta Life
Development Foundation House.
This is an annual event held each
May for high school seniors who are
in the upper 20 percent of their
graduating class, and who plan to
pursue higher education. This
seminar is aimed at preparing high
school seniors for college both
academically and emotionally.
The Senior Teens Seminar was presented in the format of a forum. The
information was presented on Basic Finance (how to budget and protecting your
credit report), Social Media (what potential employers look for on social media
page(s) and how to avoid the pitfalls of social media), and College 101
(balancing academics and social issues during the first year of college).
Also, this event serves as the venue for announcing competitive scholarship
winners. There were approximately 150 individuals in attendance.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Every eﬀort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this Annual Report.
If you find any discrepancies, please accept our deepest apologies. Please
contact us and we will correct our records. We very much appreciate your
support of DLDF, Inc.
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Operational Account
Beginning Balance—January 1, 2014
Ending Balance—December 31, 2014
Building Up-Keep

$71,963.89
$61,682.10
$34,996.95

Scholarship Account
Beginning Balance-January 1, 2014
Ending Balance-December 31, 2014

$58,819.22
$74,819.77

*Report subject to review by independent auditor
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