D E LTA L I F E D E V E LO P M E N T
F O U N D AT I O N , I N C .
MEETING COMMUNITY NEEDS
IN CHANGING TIMES

2016 annual Report

Our many
dedicated,
industrious and
hardworking
volunteers have
accomplished the
mission of the
Delta Life
Development
Foundation
through seminars,
workshops and
political
involvement
activities, and
educational trips
in 2016. They
have touched
many and
improved the quality of life for our youths and adults alike.
We say a profound and sincere “thank you”.

Gifts to the DLDF
$66,531

$62,390

$59,340

$65,994

$39,883

2012

We are grateful to our generous supporters, donors and
“words of encouragement. In 2016, The Foundation awarded
scholarships, community service grants and endowments in
excess of $76,000. Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc.
will continue to work toward broadening our donor base,
increase our grants and awards in Muscogee County and
surrounding areas.

2013

2014

2015

2016

Grants from the DLDF
$41,310
$35,912

To those of you who are not involved, I ask that you consider
volunteering, and/or make a financial contribution (tax
deductible) to Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc.

$33,479
$28,421
$24,950

I hope you will review the statistics, reports and photos in this
annual report.

Regards,

2012

Juanita L. Davis
Chair of the Board
Delta Life Development Foundation, Incorporated

2013

2014

2015

2016

DLDF Fund Balances

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Operating $66,684 $75,420 $71,964 $61,682 $56,192 $25,508
Scholarship $65,713 $55,995 $58,819 $74,820 $98,281 $78,168
Operating

Scholarship

Adopted Daughter
Luncheon

The Adopted Daughter Luncheon was held April 9th. The purpose of the program is to expose young
ladies to influential women in the community. The exposure allows the girls to see strong, positive
women that play various roles in the community. The theme was based on the Wizard of Oz and
focused on reinforcing to the girls that it is okay to be strong and smart.
A total of 60 participants to include the Delta Academy, Delta G.E.M.S., girls, from the community
and volunteers from the Delta Life Development Foundation were in attendance. The diversity from
the girls in age, school, and background provided a great setting for a well-rounded event. Girls from
all over the tri-city area and several different schools in the county were in attendance. The
participation of the girls and adults was great, and the program was well received.

Arts & Letters
Deltas, Families, and Friends at the Theatre Series
Deltas, Family, & Friends “RED CARPET EVENT”, viewing of the movie ‘Hidden Figures’.
This event was open to the community and appropriate for all ages.

Delta Authors on Tour: A national initiative to promote reading
RED and encouraging the gifts in our sorority. Monthly promotion of Delta Authors on Tour during
Prime Time.

“Give the Gift of Reading”, a collaborate effort
with the sorority and and community to donate
book to a local organization that works with
women and children.The chosen organization this
year, Damascus Way a shelter for victims of
domestic violence.

“Delta Friends and Family Day at the Museum” was a day to explore recent photography of
some of the history of Columbus, GA. It was great Black History event of Gordon Parks’ Story.

“Deltas and Family/Friends Day at the Theater” was held at the
Columbus State University Riverside theater. This event was the season’s opener and revealed the
upcoming cultural events that will be held at this theater.

Another staple event from the Arts and Letters is “Chilling with the Authors”. This event is for the community and it
introduces and exposes them to local authors in our city and surrounding cities. The authors were able to share their gift,
reason they began writing, and sell their work.

The Transformation of Me
Knowing Me, Developing Me,
Preparing Me
The goal of the Dr. Betty Shabazz Delta Academy is to help young girls realize their potential. The
Academy was created to

enrich the lives of our young girls ages 11 -14 as

they navigate through life. We tried to assist in accomplishing this goal by helping to ensure:
 that the participants build self esteem and respect by our facilitating and instructing
them using the curriculum submitted to us from our National Headquarters. This
curriculum deals with helping participants to know, develop and prepare themselves
for the developmental changes during their body's transitional phases.
 that the participants learn more about their history through a field trip to Tuskegee
University and Alabama State University
 that the participants actively took part in the city's cleanup efforts in Help the Hooch.
 that the participants took part in the HIV/AIDS Walk.
 that the participants were given opportunities to interact together monthly.
 that the participants learn etiquette and manners by inviting participants to participate in the Annual Adopt -ADaughter's Luncheon at the Delta Life Development Foundation House and interaction with the instructors.
 that the participants increased their understanding of math and through workshops such as Cooking with Math,
and Technology Etiquette.
 that the participants maintain an active lifestyle through ZUMBA, proper nutrition and exercise.
We provided participants with information to combat the stigma of academic failure and low self-esteem all the while
providing mentoring and insight into new career avenues. Academy volunteers strive to help participants who have potential,
but need guidance, support and skills to achieve success.

(Empowering Males to Build Opportunities for Developing Independence)
The E.M.B.O.D.I. Orientation was held on September 24, 2016 at the
Delta Life Development Foundation. There were 14 males in attendance
(not all pictured) and 14 guests. The program is designed to help

young males between the ages of 13 -18 reach their
fullest potential emotionally, socially and
educationally .
During the program year the participants engaged in the following
community service programs:


Tuskegee/ Morehouse parade…



Fire Safety Clinic



and constructed homemade Christmas ornaments to be distributed at Cobis Personal Home Care facility.



E.M.B.O.D.I. ended the 2016 year by participating in the Kwanzaa program on December 29, 2016. These programs were educational,
culturally enriching and promoted community outreach.

Economic Development

Aim is to provide financial based programs that educate the African American community
in creating and maintaining economic stability while encouraging support of woman-owned
businesses and debt reduction
In support of the Sorority’s Economic Development Thrust, the Columbus, GA chapters of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., Columbus Alumnae Chapter and Columbus Metropolitan Alumnae Chapter in collaboration with the
Delta Life Development Foundation presented the annual signature program, Financial Fortitude Seminar, and a miniworkshop. The mini-workshop, Extreme Couponing, and Rewards Points were hosted on October 15, 2016, at the South
Columbus Library from 10am -12pm with 32 attendees. The presenters, Shalonda Patillo and Taneshia Hill of Lagrange, GA
complimented the Committee’s focus on financial fortitude by demonstrating and explaining strategies on how to save money thru
couponing.

The Financial Fortitude Seminar, Fraud Awareness, provided subject matter expert advice and information as it relates to
avoiding becoming a victim of the contractor and bank fraud. Two presenters provided very informative tactics on preventing fraud
abuse to include Mr. Kelvin Collins, CEO of the Columbus Better Business Bureau, and Ms. Melanie Perry, Manager of the Bank of
Ozark of Columbus, GA. Four vendors from small women-owned businesses were present, as well as a total of 54 attendees. The
committee received 24/25 evaluations with attendees rating the seminar overall as excellent.

Educational Development
“ to improve the literacy of youth and adults in the

Chattahoochee Valley to include Columbus and Phenix City by
collaborating and working with community organizations that
focus on the improvement of literacy.”
Columbus, GA Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. hosts the
Lonnie Jackson Tutorial Academy for the month of October annually. The
committee provides tutorial services on Saturdays from 10:00am – 12:00pm
for students ranging from kindergarten to fifth grade. The committee also
provides lunch and snacks for the program during the month of October.
The Educational Development Committee has also incorporated service
learning into the overall program offerings by year by hosting Delta Day at
Mildred Terry Library where K-5 grade aged students demonstrated how
recycled materials could be used in conjunction with technology. The
students created Lego displays and used computer technology to
demonstrate the completed projects. Over 20 participants attended the
presentation. The committee additionally presented the library staff with a
monetary donation of $500 to support literacy efforts and initiatives.
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World Aids Day
The 2016 World Aids Day theme was “Fighting the Stigma, Know
Your Status.” Social media has become a major communication
tool to bring awareness. HIV/AIDs became world epidemic in the
80’s with a generation acknowledging the importance of safe sex,
knowing one’s status and identifying risk factors. Now there is a
generation that has grown up with survivors who have lived with
HIV/AIDs. It was important to inform the community there is no
cure and the same practices for prevention is still important today.
The International Awareness and Involvement Committee (Columbus Alumnae Chapter) in collaboration with
Columbus Metropolitan, Theta Phi Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, INC, New Horizon community outreach program
partner with Columbus State University.
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This partnership brought about a testing day for students on the Columbus State University campus. The event was
held December 1st. The place was the CCT Lobby and the time was from 12-2 p.m., which was a prime time for
collegiate students. There were 19 students tested that day who were provided pamphlets, educational materials,
and condoms along with a light refreshment. The event was advertised on the school’s social media, collegiate
website, and radio station.
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HIV/AIDs Walk 2016
The 6th annual HIV/AIDs walk started on the Columbus State University campus.
The event took place Saturday, December 3rd. The purpose of the event was to
provide education about HIV/AIDs and collect funds for the Ryan White
Foundation. The collaborators were Columbus Alumnae, Columbus Metropolitan,
Theta Delta Sigma Theta, INC, Kappa Alpha Beta Chapter of Chi Eta Phi, INC, The Better Way Foundation (Jeremey
Hobbs) and Amerigroup. The event began at 930 am with a light breakfast, a brief warm up by the Kappa Alpha Beta
Chapter of Chi Eta Phi, Inc. After the warm-up, the walk began at 10 am.
After the walk, Jeremy Hobbs with the Better Way Foundation discussed
the importance of knowing your status, getting tested and fighting the
stigma of HIV/AIDs. The walk raised $294.00 for the Ryan White
Foundation which helps pay for medications, supplies and other items
needed for the care of HIV/AIDs patients. There was a total of 82
participants.

Kwanzaa Program 2016
This year was the 50th anniversary for Kwanzaa. Kwanzaa is an annual celebrated from December 26 to January 1.
The purpose of the event is to educate the community about African Heritage, culture, and unity. The event was
December 29th at 6 p.m. at the Citizen Service Building in Columbus Georgia and open to the public. The
collaborators were Columbus Alumnae and Columbus Metropolitan Alumnae Chapters of Delta Sigma Theta, INC. The
participants of the Delta Academy, Delta G.E.M.s, and E.M.B.O.D.I educated the audience on the seven principles and
symbols of Kwanzaa, poetry presentation tributes to Shirley Chisholm, President Barack Hassan Obama and special
guest Mrs. Georgia Elegance provided a musical tribute.
There were over 90 participants for the event.
Participants enjoyed a beautiful feast at the end of the
program along with a special gift from the Black Nurse’s
Association. A 2017 Kwanzaa calendar was given at the
end of the program.

Santa’s Surprise
The House of Mercy serves as a homeless
shelter for disadvantaged men, women,
and families in the Chattahoochee Valley
area. In additional to housing, House of
Mercy also provides nutritional and
spiritual support to over 200 individuals
daily.
Because of their tireless efforts and benefit
to the community, Santa’s Surprise
volunteers selected HOM as the recipient
of its philanthropic support for 2016.

The

Senior Teens Seminar

annual event was held May 2, 2016, at the Delta Life
Development Foundation Inc. House located at 4925
Forrest Road in Columbus, Georgia. Our theme was “We
are one step closer to our dreams in 2016.” The purpose
of this event was to provide high school senior teens with
critical information that should help them with their
transition into college and be useful throughout their
collegiate matriculation. To illustrate, information was
presented on the following topics: basic finance, college
101 and social media.
To further illustrate, Basic Finance provided the senior teens with information regarding their personal finances (on ways
to build a good credit history, types of credit cards, and tips on how to protect your identity.)
College 101 provided senior teens with information on how to be successful in and out of the classroom.
Social media provided them with information on Facebook, texting, chat rooms, twitter, etc. (and how social media
can affect their life in both a positive and negative manner.)
Moreover, the audience was given ample time to ask questions. The attendance for the event was as follows: 17 high
school senior teens, 22 parents/guardians, 24 girls from Girls Incorporation of Columbus, Georgia and 35 members of the
Columbus Georgia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated. As a result, this particular committee
grants service to the community through one of our five-point programmatic thrust of educational development.
Entertainment for this event was provided by Girls Inc. of Columbus, Georgia. Finally, the Senior Teens Seminar
concluded by awarding scholarships to some of the outstanding high school senior teens in the Tri-City area.

2016 Scholarship Awards
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS BREAKS RECORD BREAKING MILESTONE
During the annual Senior Teens Seminar, Delta Life Development Foundation, Inc. and Columbus (GA) Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. presented scholarships to Chattahoochee Valley area high school students. The grand total of scholarships awarded was $33,400. This
is surpasses last year’s record breaking amount ever given in the history of the scholarship committee program. A special thanks to the volunteers,
members and supporters for their donations and contributions which made this momentous milestone possible.
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$1,250
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$700
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$700

RACHEL MOBLEY
JOHN BUTLER III
ALIVIA DAVIDSON
CASSIE ATCHLEY
BRIANA HARDIE
DAVON PREWITT
ABIGAIL COURVILLE
MADELINE SNIPES
MARKEISHA WAGNER
TAYLOR TURNAGE
EBONY LOCKWOOD
ALEXIS BELL
ZACARRIYA HUMPHRIES
SKYLA HALL

CHATTAHOOCHEE VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
AUBURN UNIVERSITY
TROY UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY SOUTH CAROLINA
JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA @BIRMINGHAM

JASMINE WILLIAMS

JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY

MADISON BRABSTON
EMMITT BROWN

GEORGIA COLLEGE
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY

ALEXIS WELLS

GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

TYRA FIELDS

$1,200 – CHARTER MEMBERS

TABITHA JOSEPH

$1,000 - PAST PRESIDENTS

DESTINY ELLIOTT

$1,000 - EMBODI

LUCKEY LOWELL

$1500 - Marie Griffin DeRamus Memorial Scholarship

BRIANA HARDIE

$1000 - Lula Lunsford Odom Memorial Scholarship

XAUTYCA HALL

$600 - Shannon Greyer Memorial Scholarship

ALYSSA IDAHOSA

$500 - Christine B. Dawson Leadership Scholarship

DAVON PREWITT

$500 - Christine B. Dawson Leadership Scholarship

TAYLOR TURNAGE

$500 - NEW Teacher Education Renewable/YR1

XAUTYCA HALL

$500 - NEW Teacher Education Renewable/YR1

ALYSSA IDAHOSA

$500 - NEW Teacher Education Renewable/YR1

AMARIS DAVIS

$500 - Teacher Education Renewable/YR4

KAYLA WILSON

COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY
TROY UNIVERSITY
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY
ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
COLUMBUS STATE UNIVERSITY
ARMSTRONG STATE UNIVERSITY
KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF WEST GEORGIA

Senior Citizens Luncheon

The Senior Citizens Seminar/Luncheon is an annual event held for senior residents of governmentsubsidized housing in the community. The primary goal is to improve the lifestyle (body, mind, and
spirit) of these beloved citizens. This event emphasizes making healthier choices in diet, medication,
and socialization. Information and demonstrations on healthy lifestyles, including chair exercises,
were presented. Physical and Mental Health, Emergency Response Team, AARP and River Valley Area
Agency on Aging also collaborated with this committee and provided gifts and valuable information.
A nutritious meal was served to the participants, musical entertainment, games, and words of
inspiration were provided.
This event held on March 29, 2016, from 11 AM to 1:30 PM at the Delta Life Development
Foundation house was one of the largest since the inception of the project. Our targeted audience
overwhelmingly responded that they looked forward to returning to the event next year. This event
has received numerous awards for its work with the area senior citizens.

2nd Annual Social Action Luncheon
“Taking a Stand Against Human Trafficking”
HUMAN TRAFFICKING is the
illegal trade of human beings
for commercial sexual
exploitation or forced labor.
Young girls often fall victim to
this horrific exportations.
The Human Traffic Luncheon
and Forum provided an
arena to learn more about
how crimes of human
trafficking are being committed in this state and our local area and what we can do to
protect our children and community.

2016 Sponsors
Platinum
Silver

Marsha O. Collins
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Pearl

Ms. Alisha Reese
The Committee to Elect Carolyn Hugley

Centennial Plus Sponsor
Columbus Metro Bridge Association
Columbus (GA) Alumni Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Columbus Metro Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Mrs. Edith Carter
Dr. Barbara Sias-Chinn
Col (Ret). Jack Collins
John Davis Photography
Epsilon Eta Zeta of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Anthony Hodge
Gamma Tau Omega Chapter Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and SISTERS, Inc.
Greystone Properties
J-Mar Specialty
Mr. Anthony Hodge
Horace Photography
Lambda Iota Foundation
Links Inc.
Sconiers Funeral Home
Dr. Robert Wright

2016

Centennial Donations

Mary Ann Adkins

Mary Ann Marshall

Maurine Allen

Jacinta Massey

Pamela Allen

Clarissa Matthews

Lula Arrington

Dorothy McGhee

Donna D. Baker

Verlinda Mingo

Alaina Barnett

Dr. Cordelia Moffett

Orlean Baulkmon

Evelyn Overstreet

Lillia Bernard

Ronetta Owens

Atlena Bledsaw

Jeanella F. Pendleton

Juanita L. Davis

*Denise Perryman

Doris Estell

Sarah Beecham Powell

LaKeitra Feagins

Evelyn Turner Pugh

Susie Fountain

Darlene Robinson

Erica Fox

*Janie Robinson

Pat Hugley Green

Leodecia Seay

Cleo Griswould

Crystal Pendleton Shahid

Mattie P. Hall

Agnes Shelton

Jean Harper

Eva Smith

Vernita Harris

Gloria S. Thomas

Audrey Hollingsworth

Doris E. Turner

Creola Howard

Cheryl Walker

Veola F. Hymes

Mae Washington

Marjorie Jackson

Helene Watson

Sandra Jemison

Brenda C. Williams

Connie Love

71 Legends of DSTinction

Dorothy Mabry

46 Dimensions of Diversity

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this Annual Report. If you find any discrepancies, please
accept our deepest apologies. Contact us and we will correct our records.

